he history of £6dz, like the history of capitalism

in Poland, is short, beginning only in the mid-
nineteenth century, when the czar encouraged
German weavers to settle in Poland. By the second
half of the century, handweaving had been
superseded by large textile mills established by
German and Jewish entrepreneurs employing
Polish laborers. £6dz, known as the "Polish
Manchester,” emerged as the center of textile
production for the Russian Empire. By the
beginning of the twentieth century, Jewish
industrialists such as Israel Poznanski and Asher
Kon were among the wealthiest men in Poland. In
proletarian ¥.0dz, Jews also increasingly worked
with their hands as manual weavers and in the
needle trades; but they were largely excluded from
employment in the largest, most modern, and best-
paying textile mills. The northern neighborhood
known as Baluty became a synonym for poverty
and a hotbed for the Jewish socialist Bund.

By 1939, the Jewish population of £6dz was
second only to Warsaw's; there were nearly a
quarter of a million Jews, constituting more than a
third of the city’s population. The grimy “city of
labor” was the scene of a complex Jewish com-
munal life that played itself out in hundreds of
synagogues and prayer halls, an array of Jewish
political parties and movements, scores of Jewish
labor unions and charitable associations, along
with a varied daily and periodical press in Yiddish,
Hebrew and Polish. The “city without a past”
developed a unique modern Jewish culture that
was brash and creative; modernist painting and
avant-garde Yiddish literature, theater and cabaret
tlourished.

The kodz ghetto, established by the Germans
in the spring of 1940, was the second to be set up
in Poland and the last to be destroyed. Mordechai
Chaim Rumkowski, named by the Nazis to
be the "Elder of the Jews” in a city renamed
Litzmannstadt, was a controversial figure who
attempted to promote the survival of Jews by
demonstrating the importance of Jewish factories
to the German war effort. Rumkowski, who
issued postage stamps and coins bearing his
likeness, negotiated successive deportations of
“unproductive” Jews, including virtually all
children and the elderly, believing that a remnant
of Jews could be saved. However, in August 1944,
as the Soviet Army was approaching and the war
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was ending, the £o6dz ghetto was liquidated.
Rumkowski and nearly all the 70,000 remaining
Jews were loaded into freight cars and sent to
Auschwitz-Birkenau. When the Soviets entered
¥0dz in January 1945, they found only 877 Jews.

In the immediate postwar period, some 38,000
Jews settled in ¥6dz, making it Poland’s most
important Jewish community. However, con-
fronted by economic hardship, political violence,
repression and anti-Jewish hostility, most of this
community emigrated. After the “anti-Zionist”
campaign of 1968-1970, only several hundred
Jews remained in ¥£6dz, with a single synagogue
and Jewish cultural club.

Location
134 km SW of Warsaw
51°47°/19°28°
Voivodship: ¥o6dz
General Population, 1939
750,000 (34% Jewish)

General Population, 1994
S AT
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I Synagogue, ul. Spﬂcemwa c. 1914 3

I Synﬂgr';ét;;-;n;;'lnr ul. Pohldmnwu 28 “c 1993 1
SITES OF SOME FORMER SYNAGOGUES

Aleje Kosciuszki (formerly Spacerowa)
PR - Reform Synagogue; burned by the Germans in

ul. Potudniowa 28 November 1939.
Synagogue dates from 1885-1900 and was damaged by Current use: parking lot.

fire in 1987. The synagogue was built by Wolf Reichert,

who died in the £6dz ghetto. It was rebuilt with financial ~ ul. Wolczanska 6

assistance from the Ronald S. Lauder Foundation. Ohel Yaakov synagogue dating from 1899—-1904;
burned by the Germans in November 1939.
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ul. Zielona (near Zachodnia St.)
Great Synagogue dating from 1883 to 1887; burned by
Nazis in November 1939.

ul. Wolborska 20
Altschule Synagogue, dating from 1860 to 1871.

ul. Piotrkowska 114/116
Former prayer house.
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I Memorial wall at Jewish cemetery, ul. Bracka and Zmienna, 1994 5
Mausoleum of Israel and Eleonora Poznanski; /
Jewish cemetery, ul. Bracka and Zmienna, 1994

JEWISH CEMETERIES

ul. Bracka and Zmienna

180,000 tombstones dating from 1892. BELOCALS L MEMORLALS

More than 40,000 ghetto victims buried in one section ul. Limanowskiego (corner of Zgierska)

on ul. Bracka. Key is available at the Jewish Community Memorial plaque, at site of former Gestapo office in

Office, ul. Zachodnia 78. ghetto, dedicated to the 210,000 local Jews and Romani

(Gypsies) who were victims of Nazi war crimes.

ul. Wesota

Old Cemetery dating from 1811. ul. Lutomierska

Completely destroyed by Germans and paved over after Memorial to murdered Jews from Hamburg.

1945.

ul. Bracka and Zmienna (Jewish cemetery)
Memorial in memory of 200,000 Jews from £6dZ and
nearby towns.
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ul. Wieckowskiego 15
Former Yiddish State Theatre, after 1945.
Current use: general theater.
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ul. Wieckowskiego 32
Former Jewish Peoples’ Library. o
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Prayer house and Jewish community office (maintains a CETE A e
list of burials in the Jewish cemetery and information as
to when the cemetery is open).
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DEPORTATIONS

Chetmno, Auschwitz-Birkenau, Poznan. Frank, Shlomo. Togbukh fun Lodzher Geto (E6dZz Ghetto Diary). Tel

Aviv: Hamenora, 1958. (Y)

e S Friedman, Philip. Dzieje Zydéw w Lodzi od poczqtkéw osadnictwa
F Zydow do r. 1863 (History of Jews in ko6dZ from the
Beginning of Jewish Settlement Until 1863). £o6dz: £odzki
Oddziat Towarzystwa Krajoznawczego-w Polsce, 1935. (P)

. Diindustrializatsye un proletarizatsye fun di Lodzher
| iR ling yidn in di yorn 1860-1914" (Industrialization and

— = Bttt BN Proletarization of Jews in ¥6dz in the Years 1860—1914).
: | e TR | : Lodzher Visnshaftlekhe Shriftn 1 (1938): 63—132. (Y)

. "kodzka Chewra Kadisza i jej dzieje” (History of the
. Burial Society in £6dz). Stary Cmentarz Zydowski (1938):
5l e e R T T e e e e 37-111. (P)

Memorial plaque, ul. Limanowskiego, 1994; 10
tormer Gestapo office (in ghetto)

]

Excerpted from Jewish Roots in Poland (© 1997) and published here at JRI-Poland.org with permission from the publisher, Routes to Roots Foundation, Inc. 7 3
All rights reserved by the publisher and Miriam Weiner.



e

'
| -
s ':.':
o
1243
b
| p— i

.
| s
T
%
¥
| B =
"...w'
S
T
i
ol FE
T - -
i
e
f
=
frasat
o e
AR
:
TR
e
T -
it
Form
i
IR
Lim
A
s T
=
T
e
|2:£',‘"_¢ "
"c--i .-
s
- it
e
ot
e
| _'.-;.'-_I
)
7
]
]
e
ety
¥
[ =
"\.'I e
ke
..'.::f
He
s
Fier
[
Eomial
E:’:‘g:':;,
i
a2
iy
Rt
i
kes
=i
Fi]
REEs
e
=t
bt
et
]
] ;'5..
e
i
]
e T
"

é:_:-;'

[ R e 4 b e o oo S T
a saam a awaaa-*a aa:aa*a‘ﬁ SRS

I Market square, 1920

“Rola Zydow w rozwoju todzkiego przemystu
wiokienniczego™ (Role of Jews in the Development of the
k6dz Textile Industry). Miesieczik Zydowski 1 (1930—-1931):
431—450. (P)

Hertz, Jacob Sholem. Di geshikhte tun Bund in Lodzh (History
of the Jewish Labor Bund in £6dz). New York: Ferlag Unser
Tsayt, 1958. (Y)

Hirshkovitch, B. “The Ghetto in Litzmannstadt (£6dz).” YIVO
Annual 5 (1950): 85-122.

Jasny, A. Wolf. Di geshikhte fun yidn in Lodzh in di yorn fun der
daytsher yidn-oysrotung (History of the Jews in £6dZ in the
Years of the German Extermination of Jews). 2 vols. Tel
Aviv: 1. L. Peretz, 1960. (Y)

Kerz, Izaak. Szkice z dziejow gminy zydowskiej oraz cmentarza w
Lodzi (Sketches from the Annals of the Jewish Community

and the Cemeteries of £6dz ). £6dz : Oficyna Bibliofilow,
1996. (P H)

Lodhzer yisker-bukh (¥odz Yizkor Book). New York: United
Emergency Relief Committee for the City of £6dz, 1943. (Y)

Lodz-Names. Tel Aviv: Organization of the Lodz Former Resi-
dents in Israel, 1989. (E)

Podgarbi, Bronistaw. Cmentarz zydowski w Lodzi (The Jewish
Cemetery in £0dz). £6dz: Wydawnictwo ~Artus,” 1990. (BE)

POLIN: A Journal of Polish-Jewish Studies. Vol. 6. Oxford: Blackwell,
1991].

Pukaczewski, Andrzej. Hortus Iudaeorum: Cmentarz zydowski w Lodzi
(Garden of the Jews: The Jewish Cemetery in £6dz). £.0dz:
Wydawnictwo Lodzkie, 1992. (P)
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Singer, Israel Joshua. The Brothers Ashkenazi. Translated from
Yiddish by Maurice Samuel. New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
1936.

Stary cmentarz zydowski w Lodzi: dzieje i zabytki (The Old Jewish
Cemetery in £0dz). £6dz: Wydawnictwo Sport i Turystka,
1989. (P)

Trunk, I. Lodzher geto: a historishe un sotsyologishe shtudye (Ghetto
¥6dz: A Historical and Sociological Study). New York: YIVO,
1962. (Y, E)

Yiddish Lodz; A Yizkor Book. Melbourne: Lodzer Center, 1974.
(Y, E)

FILM

Cohen, Peter. The Story of Chaim Rumkowski and the Jews of Lodz.
New York: The Cinema Guild, 1982.

ADDITIONAI. RESOURCES

Two valuable databases are mamtamed by the
 Organization of Former Residents of E6dZ in Israel,
- 158 Dizengoff Street, Tel Aviv 63461, Israel. One
- list (200,000 names) includes residents of the
- Lodz ghette from February' 1940 to August 1944'
. of cemetery record.s fmm 1 895 through r.he ﬁnal
-- llqu1dat1011 in August 1944.-
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I Edward Herbst’s palace, today
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